
Request for Expressions of Interest 

Aging in Place – A Survey of Seniors in Housing Co-ops 

Introduction 

The Community Housing Land Trust Foundation (the Land Trust) and the Co-operative Housing 

Federation of British Columbia (CHF BC) wish to retain the services of a consultant to assist the 

Aging in Place Project (the Project) in assessing the needs of seniors living in non-profit housing 

co-ops in British Columbia. 

The Land Trust is the charitable arm of the Co-operative Housing Federation of BC (CHF BC).  It 

was established in 1993 to acquire, create and preserve affordable housing for future 

generations and to foster self-managed housing communities. 

There are currently more than 264 non-profit housing co-operatives in British Columbia with 

more than 14,500 co-op homes.  It is estimated that 2,200 of these homes are senior-led.  

Many of these homes were first built in the 1980s and the needs of the seniors living in them 

have changed.  CHF BC launched its Aging in Place initiative in 2012 to identify ways to help 

housing co-ops adapt to the changing needs of their members as they age in place.  The Aging 

in Place Project will support this initiative by gathering information on the financial security, 

social connections and physical conditions experienced by seniors in their co-op communities. 

Objectives 

The objectives of the Project are to: 

1. Identify the number of seniors living in non-profit housing co-ops in British Columbia,

2. Develop a profile of senior-led households in housing co-ops,

3. Assess the needs of seniors living in housing co-ops as they relate to:

a. Financial security

b. Social connections

c. Physical conditions of their co-op homes and communities,

4. Identify the barriers to improvements in the conditions listed above.

Project Scope 

The Project will focus on seniors living in housing co-ops in the Lower Mainland and Vancouver 

Island.  Some travel will be required to attend meetings in co-op communities. 

Project tools will include surveys (on line and mail), focus groups, community meetings and 

other means of engaging seniors living in housing co-ops. 
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The successful proponent will work with CHF BC’s Aging in Place Committee, whose members 

form an experienced group of volunteers drawn from housing co-ops.  The committee will act 

as a reference group providing support throughout the duration of the Project. 

Deliverables 

The final report will include an executive summary, presentation and analysis of the data 

collected, conclusions relating to the stated objectives, and recommendations for follow up. 

Timeline 

The Project will commence upon the execution of a contract between the Land Trust and the 

successful proponent.  The final report will be due on or before March 31, 2015. 

Qualifications 

The successful proponent will: 

 Have experience working with or for seniors

 Demonstrate an understanding of the social and economic issues facing seniors in the BC

market

 Have experience designing and conducting surveys and needs assessments, including

qualitative and quantitative analysis

 Have experience facilitating focus groups and community meetings

 Demonstrate a facility for relevant computer applications

 Be an excellent oral and written communicator

Submissions 

Submissions should include: 

 A summary of the proponent’s qualifications and related experience

 A proposed budget for the Project, including fees and additional expenses to be charged by

the proponent

 Confirmation that the proponent can meet the Project timeline as set out above

The deadline for receipt of submissions is 4:30 p.m. on Friday, October 10, 2014. 

Submissions should be addressed to: 

CHF BC Aging in Place Project 

220-1651 Commercial Drive 

Vancouver, BC V5L 3Y3 

Attention: Michelle Iversen 

Submissions may also be delivered via email to miversen@chf.bc.ca. 

Questions may be addressed to miversen@chf.bc.ca.  No phone calls please. 
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